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quarters.   They prospered and grew rich, and with
wealth came arrogance and independence.
The Maharajah of the country watched their
increasing strength with uneasiness. He feared
lest they should rebel against his authority, and
he sent his troops to bring them into subjection.
Accordingly an army appeared before the walls
and demanded their submission- It was refused.
The soldiers attacked the fortifications, but their
operations were rendered useless by virtue of the
magnetic quality of the stones that formed the
bastions. The magical quality drew the swords
and spears from the hands of all who approached.
A fort that cannot be subdued by assault may
be conquered by guile. The commandant of the
besieging force accordingly set himself to discover
the secret It was divulged through the wiles of
a Delilah, a beautiful dancer, who with her troop
of girls captivated the heads of the castes. They
told her that the magic power of the loadstone
could only be broken by fire. Fires were there-
upon built under the walls which crumbled to
pieces, and the fort was taken. The five castes
were ruthlessly exterminated, root and branch,
In the course of a few years the inhabitants
of the town  discovered  that  their agricultural